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Dr Luke and the Mysterious Events in Jerusalem: The Movie
Characters:

Dr Luke – investigative reporter with ‘The Good News’ paper in Athens.

Theophilus – the trusty sidekick

Josephus/Mary
Cleopas

Guard – Roman centurion who witnessed the burial and the tomb being opened

Joseph of Arimathea – Teacher of the Law

Mary Magdalene – saw Jesus alive after His death

Simon Peter – Friend of Jesus who saw Him die and live again

Mary – Jesus’ mother

The backgrounds (blue) are to be projected onto the wall behind the actors.

In editing the scene headings (in red) will be added and dun dun duuuuhn sound effects etc. but remember to leave a gap for them.

Scene 1: The Road to Emmaus

Back ground: a Road

Dr Luke and Theo enter from behind camera ‘walking down the road’
Dr Luke:
(To camera) Hello, my name is Luke, Dr Luke. I’m an investigative reporter with Athens leading newspaper ‘The Good News’ and I’m on my way to Jerusalem to find out about some recent mysterious events (dun, dun, duuuhn) that occurred there. We are not so far from Jerusalem now, in fact, (to Theo) where are we Theophilus?

Theo:
We have just left the town of Emmaus, Dr Luke! We are now within a days walk of Jerusalem!
Dr Luke:
You’re right, I wouldn’t be surprised if we started to meet people who know about these mysterious events.
Josephus and Cleopas enter from the right
Josephus:
Hello, you two!

Dr L/Theo:
Arghhhhhhhhhh!

Josephus:
Sorry I didn’t mean to startle you.
Dr Luke:
We’re fine. Shaken not stirred.

Josephus:
Happens all the time along here, you know, why it wasn’t so long since Cleopas and I were startled by a mysterious stranger (dun, dun, duuuhn)

Theo:
Dr Luke! Dr Luke! Perhaps the mysterious stranger is something to do with the mysterious events in Jerusalem!

Dr Luke:
(To Theo) You might be right, Theophilus. Let’s see if we can make our new friends talk. We will have to be very cunning, they must not suspect we have guessed. (To Josephus) Let me see, could this mysterious stranger have anything to do with the mysterious events in Jerusalem?
Josephus:
Yes, He does! Cleopas, tell these …uh… gentlemen all about it.

Cleopas:
It was the day after the Sabbath and we were walking along this road from Jerusalem to Emmaus. We were talking about the mysterious events (dun, dun, duuuhn) and we were very sad because of what had happened.


Then as if from no-where the mysterious stranger appeared (gasp). He asked us why we were sad so we told Him about the mysterious events in Jerusalem. He explained that everything that happened was prophesied about in our scriptures. By this time we were in Emmaus and we invited Him back to our house for the night and sat down to eat. When He broke the bread we realised that the mysterious stranger was no stranger at all!
Dr Luke:
Who was he?

Jose/Cleo:
Jesus of Nazareth!

Josephus:
It was like our eyes had been opened, it was Jesus all along but we’d only just realised.

Dr Luke:
So what you’re saying is - this Jesus of Nazareth is central to the mysterious events in Jerusalem.

Josephus:
Yes, indeed He is. Right, we must be off.

Cleopas:
Bye, nice to have met you.

Exit Josephus and Cleopas past camera
Dr Luke:
People don’t hang around when the plot doesn’t need them anymore. It seems, Theophilus, we must find out more about this Jesus of Nazareth.

Theo:
Perhaps we can even meet Him, Dr Luke!

Indiana Jones music and map

Scene 2: On Jerusalem’s Streets

Background: a street

Roman Guard is on screen Dr Luke and Theo walk in from stage left
Dr Luke:
Ah, Jerusalem. How do you think we will find this Jesus of Nazareth?
Theo:
I don’t know, Dr Luke! Perhaps we should ask that Roman guard!

Dr Luke:
Hey, you. Can you tell us anything about where we might find Jesus of Nazareth?
Guard:
Can’t tell you nuffin’ about it, guv.

Dr Luke:
(To camera) That won’t stop an investigative journalist of my reputation. (To guard) What can’t you tell us about it?
Guard:
Can’t tell you nuffin’ ‘bout where the body is, guv, weren’t me what took it.

Dr Luke:
That’s a clue, Theophilus. We now know that Jesus of Nazareth is dead and His body has disappeared.

Guard:
We definitely put His body in there, guv, and the hefted that huge great stone over the entrance.

Dr Luke:
Are you sure that’s what the body was? A body; dead?

Guard:
You telling me, in my job, I don’t know a dead body when I sees it? I saw ‘im die, I saw ‘im dead and I saw ‘im buried.

Dr Luke:
One more question before we leave, guard. What makes you think, that we think, that you have the body?
Guard:
‘Cos that’s what everybody thinks. ‘Cos I was there, right, when the big shiny bloke rolls away the stone and there ain’t no body on the inside.

Dr Luke:
(walking away) Well, Theophilus, I think we must now find where the body was buried if we are to get any closer to the Truth.

Exit Guard
Scene 3: A secret meeting
Background: a street (as before)

Theo and Dr Luke are ‘walking’ to the left, obviously being followed by Joseph who walks into shot from the right
Theo:
Dr Luke! Dr Luke! I think we are being followed!

Dr Luke:
Don’t let him know we’ve spotted him.

They stand still and Joseph creeps up behind them, when he’s just behind…
Dr Luke:
Now!

Dr Luke and Theo turn and drag Joseph to face the camera
Dr Luke:
What do you mean by sneaking up on us?

Joseph:
I meant you no harm, but I heard you talking to the guard about the mysterious events in Jerusalem (dun, dun, duuuhn). My name is Joseph of Arimathea, I think I can help you in your quest.

Dr Luke:
Joseph of Arimathea, I have heard of you. You are one of the teachers of the law; you’d better tell us everything you know.

Joseph:
Come in here quickly.

Joseph. Dr Luke and Theo walk off screen to the left

Background: a room with distant caves through the window

Joseph. Dr Luke and Theo walk into shot from the right
Joseph:
We won’t be interrupted here. I was a follower of Jesus and objected when they killed Him for crimes He hadn’t done. But I couldn’t stop Him being crucified like a common criminal. However, once He was dead I asked Pilot if I could bury the body. So I wrapped Him in cloth and put Him in one of those tombs you see cut out of the rock.

Dr Luke:
And it just had the one exit covered by a huge stone?

Joseph:
Of course; it was a tomb not a magic trick, no-one could have stolen the body.
Theo:
Dr Luke! I hear footsteps! Someone is coming!
Scene 4: The mysterious events retold
Joseph goes to look out an off screen window
Joseph:
It is Mary Magdalene, a friend of mine and a follower of Jesus.

Theo:
Maybe she can tell us more about the mysterious events (dun, dun, duuuhn)!
Dr Luke:
(To Joseph) Yes, we’d better talk to her, thank you for your time.
Exit Joseph, Dr Luke and Theo to the right
Background: a street

Dr Luke:
(To Mary) Can we talk to you a minute?
Mary Mag:
Who are you?

Dr Luke:
I am Dr Luke, investigative reporter for ‘The Good News’ newspaper in Athens and this is my trusty assistant Theophilus. We are here to find out all we can about the mysterious events in Jerusalem (dun, dun, duuuhn)

Theo:
We have already spoken to two men on the road to Emmaus! And to a Roman guard! And to Joseph of Arimathea, just now!

Mary Mag:
Thank you for the plot summary, I would be glad to help. Oh, look, I see someone else who will help! (To Peter: off screen) Simon Peter!

Dr Luke:
How convenient that he happened to be walking past just now.

Peter enters into shot from the left

Dr Luke:
(To Peter) Can you tell us anything about the mysterious events in Jerusalem?
Peter:
Right, it really started on Thursday when Jesus and us disciples were having our Passover meal and then we went to the garden of Gethsemene. Just over there.

Mary Mag:
Don’t forget to tell them about Judas Iscariot.

Peter:
I was just getting to that. Well, Judas had left during the meal because he had something to do and it turned out what he was going to do was betray Jesus.

Mary Mag:
Of course Jesus knew this all along and went through with it knowing what was going to happen.

Peter:
There was a bit of a fight, but Jesus didn’t resist arrest and even healed the man’s ear I cut off and then … and then we went to see Him tried.
Mary Mag:
Lots of the disciples were too frightened to stay with Jesus apart from Peter and John.

Peter:
I still disowned Him Mary, 3 times I said I didn’t know Him … You and John and the other women stayed with Him though.

Mary:
Yes … I saw him die. Nailed to a cross, with criminals on either side and all the crowd, who had cheered Him not long ago shouting, ‘Crucify Him!’ … and as He suffered and died I felt that all hope had been lost.

Pause

Dr Luke:
I’m sorry. But I don’t understand why this is a mysterious event and what is the story about the body going missing?

Peter:
Well he died on the Friday and on the Sabbath we did not work as is our custom. But all of us who knew Him, couldn’t stop talking about why this had happened.
Mary Mag:
Then I went with some of the other women to put the burial spices on His body and when we got there we realised that the tomb was open. I burst into tears at once, I thought someone had taken His body. Then some angels appeared and told us He had risen! I know this is true because I spoke to Him and He spoke to me. He was as real as any other person, in fact more so! Peter has seen Him too.

Peter:
Yeah. When Mary came and told us I ran straight to the tomb to see if it was true. Jesus’ body wasn’t there, but all the cloth He’d been buried in was. I’ve seen Jesus and spoken to Him more than once since then, right. All of us disciples have and He answered all our questions, and boy did we have a lot by then, and He explained everything to us.

Mary Mag:
Isn’t it wonderful but before they understand the reasons for this I expect they should go and see someone in Nazereth.
Peter:
Oh yeah, I’ll take you there myself mate, we can talk on the way.
Exit Mary, Dr Luke, Theo and Peter
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Scene 5: The mystery is solved
Background: a poor looking house

Peter:
Right we’re ‘ere. She’s gotta be ‘round ‘ere somewhere.

Dr Luke:
Who are we looking for?

Peter:
Mary, o’ course. Jesus’ mum. ‘Ere she comes now.

Enter Mary, screen left.

Peter:
(To Mary) Dr Luke ‘ere wants to speak to you about Jesus, love. (Exit Peter)
Mary:
Thank you, Peter. Well, if you want to know about Jesus it’s important that you understand this. He was the Son of God. In all his life He never did anything except what His heavenly Father wanted and part of that was that He should die. He died and took the blame and punishment for everything I did wrong, and it’s the same for each person who believes in Him, and I saw Him suffer for it on the cross. Then God raised Him to life again and took Him back to heaven. All those people, anyone at all, who believes in Him, says sorry for their sin and follows Jesus can have all their sins forgiven and life with God as part of His family. Does that help you at all Dr Luke?
Dr Luke:
I am beginning to understand these mysterious events myself. Jesus died, an innocent man in the place of the guilty, and three days later was resurrected and was seen by many people. But I don’t see what was so mysterious. Only God could have planned something as amazing as that.
Theo:
That’s good, Dr Luke! I couldn’t have put it better myself!
The End
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