An Unspecified Number of Wise Astronomers from Somewhere East of Israel
Enter N1 DSR with a sheet of paper to read the story from.
N1:
(Reading) 2000 years ago or three kings set off on an incredible journey…
Enter 3 Kings USL as they reach C
N2:
(Offstage) Oh, no they didn’t!

The Kings stop and look awkward
N1:
What? That’s what it says here

N2:
Well it’s wrong. (Enter DSR) They weren’t kings the Bible actually says Magi or Wise Men. They were probably astronomers.
The three Kings quickly shuffle backwards exiting SL and reappear USL without crowns but with at least one telescope. They head towards C again
N2:
And it’s wrong to say there were three of them; there were probably more…

One more child enters USL as though they’d been pushed and hurries to C where they borrow the telescope and look up as if to prove they are also an astronomer.
N2:
And they’d have had lots of servants…

Servants hurry to join the group at C.
N2:
And camels, donkeys … possibly a horse…

Except N2 all turn to look SL.

Leader:
(Offstage) NO CAMELS!

N1:
2000 years ago a few wise men (and their servants and camels) set off on an incredible journey from the east following a bright star.
Enter a child in black SR they run to C and puts a star hat on. The Kings and servants follow the star to DSR but they’ve barely started before…

N2:
Do you know everyone thinks they followed a moving star but that’s wrong.

The Star stops suddenly and everybody bumps into it.
N2:
The star appeared in the East where the Wise Men saw it

On ‘East’ the Star runs through the group and exits SL where it enters again with jazz hands.
Star:
Ta da!!
N1: Then they went on their journey and went straight to Herod’s palace
Exit Star. The Kings and servants walk DSL. Enter Herod and Advisor DSL.

N2:
You know it was an extremely long journey – it might have taken them as much as two years to get to Jerusalem.
The group continues to walk but in slow motion.
N1:
And when they eventually arrived they asked Herod

K1:
Where is the one who has been born King of the Jews?

K2:
We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.

N1:
This worried King Herod who called on his own wise men … or astronomers to…
N2:
No, no, no. These wise men would have been priests and Bible scholars.

N1:
… to find out where the baby was to be born.

The advisor whips out a Bishops Mitre or similar to wear and studies a scroll.
A:
It says ‘The baby will be born in Bethlehem.’
N2:
It was Isaiah who said that.

A:
(smoothly) According to the prophet Isaiah, as I was about to say.
K1:
Then we shall go to Bethlehem
Herod:
And when you find this king be sure to let me know where he is so that I may ‘worship’ him too. Mwah ha ha ha ha! 

N1:
And the astronomers left to go…
N2:
Don’t you think you ought to say there that Herod was actually planning to kill the baby once he knew where he was?

N1:
Oh, I think everyone knows that now. And the Astronomers left to go to Bethlehem following the star, is that right?
N2 nods enthusiastically and the Star enters DSL and leads the procession DSC where Mary, Joseph, a kid dressed as a sheep and a ‘baby Jesus’ enter with a sign saying ‘Bethlehem’. 

N2:
By this time the Jesus would have been nearer to 2 so not a baby any more.

Mary chucks the ‘baby Jesus’ over her shoulder and grabs the sheep and sits him on her lap.
Sheep:
What? Oh! (Sarcastically) Goo goo, ga-ga, potty, wee wee. I’m two.

 N2:
That would explain, you see why Herod ordered all the boys under 2 to be killed
Herod:
That was my line! I was supposed to tell them that bit! That’s half my part you stole! I don’t know how they expect me to work in these conditions. I’m going to call my agent!
Exit Herod SL
N1:
Um… The three wise men then worshipped Jesus and gave him their gifts. Gold…
N2:
A symbol of kingship.

N1:
Yes, it says that here. And Frankincense…  

N2:
To indicate priesthood.

N1:
(Quickly so that he is not interrupted) and-Myrrh-a-gift-that-foretold-his-death. 

The Kings give their gifts to the sheep and King 4 shuffles his feet and looks embarrassed.
N1:
The wise men were warned in a dream not to return to the wicked Herod and Joseph was told to take the baby…
Sheep:
I’m 2. Want bikky.
N1:
…the young Jesus to Egypt.

The wise men exit DSL and Joseph turns the sign round. It now reads ‘Egypt’.

N1:
They lived there until Herod died when, in another dream, Joseph was told to return home to Bethlehem. 

Joseph turns the sign round again to show ‘Bethlehem’

N2:
Nazareth.

Joseph whips out a pen and scribbles something on the back of the sign he then turns it round to reveal ‘NAZ R RUTH’.
N1:
And that ladies and gentlemen was the highly accurate story of the Wise Men’s visit to worship Jesus.

Enter all to take a bow. When they’ve bowed, enter leader carrying all the spare props and looking harassed.
Leader: 
Well done all of you, but next year we’ll read it straight out of the Bible, okay?

Exeunt Omnis to a chorus of agreement.

(To introduce the next song)

N2:
And now we are going to sing ‘We an Unspecified Number of Wise Astronomers of Somewhere East of Israel are’.
Enter the rest of Posse SL who pick N1 up and carry them off bodily SR except Kid.

Kid:
And now we are going to sing ‘We Three Kings of Orient Are’.

Cast List:

Narrator 1 (N1), Narrator 2 (N2), King 1, Three more Kings, One or more servants, Leader (must be an adult), Star, Herod, Advisor, Mary, Joseph, Sheep.

Props:

Narrators script, three crowns, 1 or more telescopes, a star hat, a bishops hat, a scroll, a baby Jesus, a sign that reads ‘Bethlehem’ on one side ‘Egypt’ and leaves enough room for ‘NAZ R RUTH’ to be written in later, A pen, no camels.

